
The Fifth Sunday After The Epiphany
February 8, 2026

During the music before the service let us join in a time of prayer and meditation as we prepare our hearts for worship. 
Please stand as you are able where marked***

Greetings and Announcements

Prelude

***The Confession and Absolution

Pastor: In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
People: Amen.
Pastor: If we say we have no sin we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us. If we confess our sins God who is
faithful and just will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.
(A time of silent reflection and self-examination.)
Pastor: Most merciful God.
People: We confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by
what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our
neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve your present and eternal punishment. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have
mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways to the glory of
your holy name. Amen
Pastor: Almighty God in his mercy has given his Son to die for you and for his sake forgives you all your sins. As a
called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore declare unto you the entire forgiveness of all
your sins in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
People: Amen. Thanks be to God.

***Opening Hymn: The Strong Word PP #33

Thy strong word did cleave the darkness; at thy speaking it was done;
for created light we thank thee, while thine ordered seasons run:

Alleluia, alleluia! Praise to thee who light dost send!
Alleluia, alleluia! Alleluia without end!

Lo, on those who dwelt in darkness, dark as night and deep as death,
broke the light of thy salvation, breathed thine own live-giving breath:

Alleluia, alleluia! Praise to thee who light dost send!
Alleluia, alleluia! Alleluia without end!

Thy strong word bespeaks us righteous; bright with thine own holiness,
glorious now, we press toward glory, and our lives our hopes confess:

Alleluia, alleluia! Praise to thee who light dost send!
Alleluia, alleluia! Alleluia without end!

God the Father, Light-Creator, to thee laud and honor be; to thee, 
Light of Light begotten, praise be sung eternally;

Holy Spirit, Light-Revealer, glory, glory be to thee;
mortals, angels, now and ever praise the Holy Trinity.
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***Psalm:           Psalm 112:1-9  (read responsively)
Liturgist: 1 Praise the Lord. Blessed are those who fear the Lord,
People:  who find great delight in his commands.
Liturgist: 2 Their children will be mighty in the land;
People:  the generation of the upright will be blessed.
Liturgist: 3 Wealth and riches are in their houses,
People: and their righteousness endures forever.
Liturgist: 4 Even in darkness light dawns for the upright,
People:  for those who are gracious and compassionate and righteous.
Liturgist: 5 Good will come to those who are generous and lend freely,
People: who conduct their affairs with justice.
Liturgist: 6 Surely the righteous will never be shaken;
People: they will be remembered forever.
Liturgist: 7 They will have no fear of bad news;
People: their hearts are steadfast, trusting in the Lord.
Liturgist: 8 Their hearts are secure, they will have no fear;
People:  in the end they will look in triumph on their foes.
Liturgist: 9 They have freely scattered their gifts to the poor,
People:  their righteousness endures forever; their horn will be lifted high in honor.

***The Gloria Patri: (sung) Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: as it was in the
beginning, is now and ever shall be, world without end. Amen.

***The Kyrie: (responses are sung)
Liturgist: Lord, have mercy upon us.
People: Lord, have mercy upon us.
Liturgist: Christ, have mercy upon us.
People: Christ, have mercy upon us.
Liturgist: Lord, have mercy upon us.
People: Lord, have mercy upon us.
Liturgist: Glory be to God on high!

***Gloria in Excelsis: (sung) And on earth peace, goodwill toward men. We praise thee, we bless thee, we
worship thee, we glorify thee, we give thanks to thee for thy great glory, O Lord God, heavenly King, God the
Father Almighty. O Lord, the only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ; O Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father, that
takest away the sin of the world, have mercy upon us. Thou that takest away the sin of the world, receive our
prayer. Thou that sittest at the right hand of God the Father, have mercy upon us. For thou only art holy; thou
only art the Lord; thou only, O Christ, with the Holy Spirit, art most high in the glory of God the Father. Amen

***Collect:
Liturgist: The Lord be with you.
People: And with thy spirit.
Liturgist: Let us pray.
People: Almighty God, who knowest us to be set in the midst of so many and great dangers, that by reason
of the frailty of our nature we cannot always stand upright: Grant to us such strength and protection as may
support us in all dangers, and carry us through all temptations; through thy Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who
lives and reigns with thee and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen
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The Scripture Lessons:
First Reading: Isaiah 58:3-9a

3 ‘Why have we fasted,’ they say, ‘and you have not seen it? Why have we humbled ourselves, and you have not
noticed?’
“Yet on the day of your fasting, you do as you please and exploit all your workers. 4 Your fasting ends in quarreling
and strife, and in striking each other with wicked fists. You cannot fast as you do today and expect your voice to
be heard on high. 5 Is this the kind of fast I have chosen, only a day for people to humble themselves? Is it only for
bowing one’s head like a reed and for lying in sackcloth and ashes? Is that what you call a fast, a day acceptable to
the Lord? 6 “Is not this the kind of fasting I have chosen: to loose the chains of injustic and untie the cords of the
yoke  to set the oppressed free and break every yoke? 7 Is it not to share your food with the hungry and to provide
the poor wanderer with shelter—when you see the naked, to clothe them, and not to turn away from your own flesh
and blood. 8 Then your light will break forth like the dawn, and your healing will quickly appear; then your
righteousness[a] will go before you, and the glory of the Lord will be your rear guard. 9 Then you will call, and the
Lord will answer; you will cry for help, and he will say: Here am I.

Liturgist: This is the word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.

Epistle Lesson: 1 Corinthians 2:1-16
1 And so it was with me, brothers and sisters. When I came to you, I did not come with eloquence or human wisdom
as I proclaimed to you the testimony about God.  2 For I resolved to know nothing while I was with you except Jesus
Christ and him crucified. 3 I came to you in weakness with great fear and trembling. 4 My message and my
preaching were not with wise and persuasive words, but with a demonstration of the Spirit’s power, 5 so that your
faith might not rest on human wisdom, but on God’s power. 6 We do, however, speak a message of wisdom among
the mature, but not the wisdom of this age or of the rulers of this age, who are coming to nothing. 7 No, we declare
God’s wisdom, a mystery that has been hidden and that God destined for our glory before time began. 8 None of
the rulers of this age understood it, for if they had, they would not have crucified the Lord of glory. 9 However, as
it is written: “What no eye has seen, what no ear has heard, and what no human mind has conceived”— the things
God has prepared for those who love him—10 these are the things God has revealed to us by his Spirit. The Spirit
searches all things, even the deep things of God. 11 For who knows a person’s thoughts except their own spirit
within them? In the same way no one knows the thoughts of God except the Spirit of God. 12 What we have received
is not the spirit of the world, but the Spirit who is from God, so that we may understand what God has freely given
us. 13 This is what we speak, not in words taught us by human wisdom but in words taught by the Spirit, explaining
spiritual realities with Spirit-taught words. 14 The person without the Spirit does not accept the things that come
from the Spirit of God but considers them foolishness, and cannot understand them because they are discerned only
through the Spirit. 15 The person with the Spirit makes judgments about all things, but such a person is not subject
to merely human judgments, 16 for, “Who has known the mind of the Lord so as to instruct him?” But we have the
mind of Christ.

Liturgist: This is the word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.

The Alleluia: (sung) Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia

-4-



Vicar: Lift up your hearts and hear the Holy Gospel as it is recorded in the fifth chapter of Saint Matthew
beginning with the first verse.
***People (sung) Glory be to thee, O Lord

Gospel Lesson: Matthew 5:13-20
13 “You are the salt of the earth. But if the salt loses its saltiness, how can it be made salty again? It is no

longer good for anything, except to be thrown out and trampled underfoot. 14 “You are the light of the world. A
town built on a hill cannot be hidden. 15 Neither do people light a lamp and put it under a bowl. Instead they put
it on its stand, and it gives light to everyone in the house. 16 In the same way, let your light shine before others, that
they may see your good deeds and glorify your Father in heaven. 

17 “Do not think that I have come to abolish the Law or the Prophets; I have not come to abolish them but
to fulfill them. 18 For truly I tell you, until heaven and earth disappear, not the smallest letter, not the least stroke
of a pen, will by any means disappear from the Law until everything is accomplished. 19 Therefore anyone who sets
aside one of the least of these commands and teaches others accordingly will be called least in the kingdom of
heaven, but whoever practices and teaches these commands will be called great in the kingdom of heaven. 20 For
I tell you that unless your righteousness surpasses that of the Pharisees and the teachers of the law, you will certainly
not enter the kingdom of heaven.

Vicar: This is the Gospel of our Lord.
***People: (sung) Praise be to thee, O Christ

Children’s Sermon: Vicar Chris Clarke

                        

                       Children’s Sermon

Pulpit Hymn:  Holy Spirit Truth Divine. Hymnal #130

1 Holy Spirit, Truth divine, dawn upon this soul of mine.
Voice of God, and inward Light, wake my spirit, clear my sight.

2 Holy Spirit, Love divine, glow within this heart of mine.
Kindle ev’ry high desire, purify me with your fire.

3 Holy Spirit, Pow’r divine, fill and nerve this will of mine.
Boldly may I always live, bravely serve and gladly give.

4 Holy Spirit, Law divine reign within this soul of mine.
Be my law and I shall be firmly bound, forever free.

5 Holy Spirit, Peace divine, still this restless heart of mine.
Speak to calm this tossing sea, grant me your tranquility.
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Sermon: Vicar Chris Clarke 

The Sermon Response: (sung) Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right Spirit within me. Cast
me not away from thy presence; and take not thy Holy Spirit from me. Restore unto me the joy of thy salvation
and uphold me with thy free spirit.

***Passing of the Peace

***The Apostles’ Creed:
I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth: And in Jesus Christ His only Son our Lord,
Who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, Born of the Virgin Mary, Suffered under Pontius Pilate, Was
crucified, dead, and buried: He descended into hell; The third day He rose again from the dead; He ascended
into heaven, And sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; From thence He shall come to judge
the quick and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit; The holy Christian Church; The Communion of Saints;
The Forgiveness of sins; The Resurrection of the body, And the Life everlasting. Amen.

***The General Prayer: (after each petition)
Vicar: Lord in your mercy.
People: Hear our prayer.

***The Lord’s Prayer:
Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be thy Name, Thy Kingdom come, Thy will be done, on earth as it
is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass
against us; And lead us not into temptation, But deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power,
and the glory, For ever and ever. Amen.

***The Prayer Response: (sung)
Hear our prayer, O Lord. Hear our prayer, O Lord. Incline thine ear to us and grant us thy peace. Amen.

***The Benediction:

Vicar: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make His face to shine upon you and be gracious unto
you. The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and give you peace.

People: (sung) A-men, A-men, A----men.

-6-



***Closing Hymn: Trust and Obey PP # 40

When we walk with the Lord in the light of His Word,
What a glory He sheds on our way!

While we do His good will, He abides with us still,
And with all who will trust and obey.

Refrain:
Trust and obey, for there’s no other way

To be happy in Jesus, but to trust and obey.

Not a shadow can rise, not a cloud in the skies,
But His smile quickly drives it away;

Not a doubt or a fear, not a sigh or a tear,
Can abide while we trust and obey.

Not a burden we bear, not a sorrow we share,
But our toil He doth richly repay;

Not a grief or a loss, not a frown or a cross,
But is blessed if we trust and obey.

But we never can prove the delights of His love
Until all on the altar we lay;

For the favor He shows, for the joy He bestows,
Are for them who will trust and obey.

Then in fellowship sweet we will sit at His feet,
Or we’ll walk by His side in the way;

What He says we will do, where He sends we will go;
Never fear, only trust and obey.

***The Postlude
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Prayers and Praises:
For our church leaders:
Presiding Pastor: Rev. Dr. Carey G. Larson

Assistant Presiding Pastor: Rev. Roger Twito
AALC Administrator: Rev. Dean Stoner
Secretary Pastor: Rev. Joe Marsh
Home Mission Developer: Rev. Joe Christina
National Office Manager: Bonnie Ohlrich
Seminary President: Rev. Dr. Jordan Cooper
Seminary Administrator: Duane Kleven

Robin Nicholson Hope Johnston Dorothy Foster  Brian Gray
Rebecca Robinson Bill Trall Harvey Jester Justin Serene
Fred Carlson Bob Petersen Norita Shipley Debbie Stapf
Ben Flynn Meryl Benenati Rodney Perini Mary Neighly 
The Reverend Joe Christina

For those that have suffered loss due to hurricanes, fires, and other natural disasters
For the President and the leaders of our nation
For those in the armed Services: Grace Gorevin, Zach Gorevin, Christopher Clarke,

Bethany Hueter, Cameron Donk, Ethan Stone, Wendy Ahern, Kris Johnson
For our Seminary Students: Chris Clarke, Kris Johnson
For a Region congregation: Pastor Jamie Strickler, St. Timothy Lutheran Church, Charleston, WV
For our missionary work: Pastor Scott Yount
For those being persecuted for their faith in Christ
For the congregations of our Germantown/Clarksburg/Damascus community: Damascus Grace Fellowship
For the congregations of the American Association of Lutheran Churches
For our college students: Maddie Day, Joseph Flesch, Jude Stapf, Paul Stapf

ANNOUNCEMENTS
• There is no Men’s Bible Study: Tuesday February 10th.
• Women’s Bible Study: Wednesday – 10 AM at the Mt. Airy Fire Hall in the Lion’s Club Room.
• Adult Sunday School and Children’s Sunday School at 9:30 AM.
• You may continue to watch the Sunday services (10:30 AM) via Livestream on Facebook –
   Christ Lutheran Church AALC. The Bulletins for the services are on our website: clcmd.org or
   christlutheranofgermantown.org. The video of every livestream is on our Facebook page. You
   can access the livestream by clicking the link at the bottom of the first page of our website or by
   visiting the Facebook page directly. Be sure to click on the ‘videos’ tab.
• We are collecting Cereals (cold or hot), Instant Coffee (less than 3 oz) & Tea Bags for
   Damascus HELP during the month of February. There is a collection bin in the Narthex.
• Our Annual Congregational Meeting has been postponed. We will announcement a rescheduled date at a later time.
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